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Brussels, 25 February 2015 

 

Efficient and sustainable solutions to EU Energy Union’s number one concern:  

heating & cooling – the case of Heat Pumps and District Heating 

 

“The heating and cooling sector is finally getting the attention it deserves at the centre of the EU 
energy policy debate”, said Frédéric Hug, Euroheat & Power President at the opening of a session on 
“Sustainable Local Thermal Energy Systems” organised this afternoon in the framework of the 
European Commission’s High level conference on “Heating and Cooling in the European Energy 
Transition.” 

Frédéric Hug further explained: “It is now time to make the right choices for sustainable heating and 
cooling supply. District Heating and Cooling networks are designed to pull together local resources 
and provide a vital route to market for a wide range of efficient low carbon technologies such as 
large-scale heat pumps, which could be otherwise difficult to integrate into the dense urban 
environment.” 

Thomas Nowak, Secretary General of the European Heat Pump Association (EHPA), which co-
organised the event, added in his concluding speech “I would have been delighted to see that 
heating and cooling deserved the same attention in the Commission’s package on the Energy Union 
as it is given during this week’s conference days. Let’s not forget that the Energy Union debate 
gained momentum with the gas supply crisis, which is a heating crisis. In this context our event gave 
proper attention to efficient, sustainable and available solutions to heating and cooling.” 

He also insisted on the untapped potential of heat pumps and District Heating to meet EU’s main 
energy policy objectives: “Heat pump technologies can be used in a variety of mature applications in 
distributed and centralised systems. The combination of large heat pumps and District Heating grids 
is an appropriate choice to increase the share of renewable heating in densely populated areas. Both 
contribute to meeting all the objectives of the Energy Union.”   

The event was organised by Euroheat & Power and EHPA under the title “Sustainable Local Thermal 
Energy Systems:  The case of large Heat Pumps and District Heating”. Speakers included Henrik Lund 
(Aalborg University), Nicolas Monneyron (Cofely Réseaux), Dave Pearson (Star Renewables) and 
Jonas Cognell (Götebog Energi). The main messages covered the need for an integrated energy 
system - bridging both electrical and thermal systems, the positive experiences of different European 
cities with large-scale geothermal applications linked to their District Heating and Cooling networks 
as well as the huge potential of industrial heating and cooling. 

 

 

 

http://heating-and-cooling-in-europe.eu/
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Notes to the editor:  

 

Euroheat & Power (EHP) is the international association representing the District Heating and 
Cooling (DHC) and Combined Heat and Power (CHP) sector in Europe and beyond. DHC captures 
energy normally wasted and turns it into heating/cooling. EHP covers all aspects related to District 
Heating and District Cooling and related energy sources and technologies. For more information, 
please visit www.euroheat.org and follow https://twitter.com/EuroheatPower.  

Contact: Mrs. Dana Popp, External Relations and Communications Manger, +32 (2) 740 21 11, 

dp@euroheat.org. 

 

The Brussels based European Heat Pump Association (EHPA) represents the majority of the 
European heat pump industry. It has currently 110 members from all parts of the industry's value 
chain: heat pump and component manufacturers, research institutes, universities, testing labs and 
energy agencies. Its key goal is to promote awareness and proper deployment of heat pump 
technology in the European market place for residential, commercial and industrial application. EHPA 
coordinates the European Quality label for heat pumps and the EUCERT education and training 
scheme for heat pump installers. It compiles the annual sales statistics and market outlook. For more 
information, please visit: www.ehpa.org.  

Contact Ms. Eirini Litina, Communication Officer, +32 (2) 400 10 17, eirini.litina@ehpa.org   
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