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Mr Peteves, you are one of the leading 
persons in the development of the Integrated 
Roadmap. Can you explain the Strategic  
Energy Technology (SET)-Plan Integrated 
Roadmap in few words?
Many thanks for giving me the opportunity 
to share with your readers my views on the 
SET-Plan Integrated Roadmap. But, let me 
stress that this is a joint effort by 3 Services 
of the Commission – DG Energy, DG Research 
and Innovation and mine, DG Joint Research  
Centre (JRC) – as it has been throughout with 
the SET-Plan since its conception, back in 2008. 
JRC has the scientific and technical leadership 
in the development of the roadmap and the 
responsibility to monitor its implementation 
through the Strategic Energy Technologies  
Information System (SETIS).
The Integrated Roadmap and its Action Plan – 
its implementation plan – are the first follow-
up actions of the Energy Technologies and 
Innovation Communication of 2 May 2013. 
The Roadmap will reinforce the SET-Plan, to 
respond to and to deliver solutions for the new 
challenges of our energy system, capitalising 
on the Research & Innovation capacities and 
resources across Europe. Therefore, it seeks 
for technological and non-technological 
options through programmatic Research & 
Innovation actions to: unlock the full potential 
of energy efficiency, to deliver portfolio  
solutions for a competitive, sustainable, 
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secure and affordable energy system in which 
the consumer plays an active role, and to 
foster innovation in real environments such as 
our cities. A holistic approach looking across 
the energy system is the guiding principle in 
the preparation of the Integrated Roadmap.
 
Who is involved in the drafting process?
The Commission will ensure the development 
of the Roadmap, under the guidance of the 
Steering Group of the SET-Plan and based 
on experts’ inputs. Indeed, the Coordination 
Group, comprised of 30 plus organisations, 
and the Working Group of about 100 
experts representing a nearly exhaustive 
list of entities ranging from the European 
Investment Bank to Euracoal and from the 
DHC+ Technology Platform to the European 
Energy Research Alliance are working with us 
since September 2013. This work has focussed 
on identifying the challenges for the energy  
system and proposing the Research & 
Innovation actions necessary to effectively 
address them and serving the energy policy 
objectives for competitiveness, security of 
supply and sustainability. For every identified 
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challenge we will look at how to improve the performance 
and the cost competitiveness of the specific technology, the 
aspects of the supply chain which require further attention, 
ways of how to enable the integration into the system of the  
different technologies, the non-technological barriers as 
well as modes to enhance public acceptance. All these  
objectives will be addressed by a number of Research &  
Innovation actions, which will be prioritised against an  
assessment of the technology readiness, the market  
potential, and the capabilities in the industrial chain as well 
as the international competitiveness.
Currently the consultation with the experts is about to  
conclude. Our efforts now target the harmonisation of 
the format and the qualification of the inputs based on 
an agreed – so to speak – template that includes quanti-
fied deliverables, impacts and required investments for 
undertaking the proposed action(s). Once this is achieved 
the Commission will start building the Integrated Roadmap 
for discussion with the Steering Group of the SET-Plan, the 
Member States, in the latter part of June.
 
How does the European Commission understand an  
Integrated Energy System and what are the challenges in  
addressing the entire energy system in an integrated way?
Integration can be dealt with thematically in various ways 
so to enable the aggregation of the proposed Research & 
Innovation actions and to address holistically the energy 
system.  We have proposed five Energy System Challenges:  
Consumer, Demand focus, System optimisation, Supply, 
and Cross cutting aspects. We have also requested the 
Steering Group of the SET-Plan to define with us the themes 
that would make the link between the aforementioned  
Integration Challenges and the detailed R&I actions as  
currently developed by the Stakeholders. Our quest is that 

these themes should (i) represent major options for the  
future energy system (no regret options), (ii)  include a 
portfolio of solutions/technologies which allows variable  
geometry and subsidiarity in terms of prioritisation and  
(iii) bring a common language for implementation between 
funding programmes (e.g. Horizon 2020, cohesion funds, 
national programmes) and the regulatory framework (e.g. 
Directives RES, EE, CCS, infrastructures) and hence, facilitate 
the joint development of the Action Plan for implementing 
the Roadmap with the Member States.

How do you see the potential of the heating and cooling 
sector in the future energy system?
Almost 50% of the total energy consumed in Europe is used 
for generating heat for domestic and industrial purposes. 
Undoubtedly special attention is urgently required to the 
heating and cooling sector for meeting our decarbonising 
commitments of at least 80% by 2050. Hence, the challenge 
for the sector is to contribute to this goal in an affordable 
manner. A large number of low-carbon and efficient techno-
logies are readily available to be deployed in the heat market 
and many more are to be developed through targeted 
Research & Innovation actions – as already identified in the 
developing Roadmap. Efficiency gains are urgently needed 
in both the residential and industrial sectors. Renewable 
heating and cooling technologies could supply more than 
half of the of the EU’s requirements by 2030. Thermal  
energy storage systems are crucial to meeting the residential 
heating and cooling demand. The heat and cooling market 
is an essential component of the transitioning and future  
decarbonised energy system. I’m sure that through  
Research & Innovation efforts coupled with our policy 
framework the sector will meet its ambition and serve the 
EU’s energy system.
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Investing in Education & Training 

2nd International DHC+ Summer 
School  - Registration is open!

The 2nd International DHC+ Summer School “DHC – a 
bridge towards future energy systems” will be held in  
Helsinki, Finland from 23-30 August 2014. It is kindly  
hosted by Aalto University in collaboration with the  
following DHC+ members: Helsingin Energia, Fortum 
Corporation and Finnish Energy Industries.

DHC+ Summer School is a unique learning experience 
on District Heating and Cooling, combining lectures with  
practical application, site visits and networking opportu-
nities. The Summer School is open to all students with a  
budding interest in DHC as well as to young professionals 
(with a maximum of 2 years experience in the field) who 
would like to enhance their knowledge of the sector and to 
expand their professional network.

The online registration for the DHC+ Summer School has  
opened – and is likely to sell out by May! There are only 
30 places available on a first-come, first-serve basis. It is 
strongly recommended to register today!

For more information about the programme, participation 
fees and registration process please have a look at 
http://summerschool.dhcplus.eu/  

Students from all over Europe had 5 months to submit 
their research papers in the field of District Heating and 
Cooling. Now it’s time for the evaluation. The Awards Com-
mittee consists of international DHC experts including uni-
versity professors and industry representatives. The winner 
will reseive a €1.000 reserch contribution! The top three 
applicants will present their findings at the International 
Symposium on DHC in Stockholm! All will be announced by 
21 June 2014.
More information at http://studentawards.dhcplus.eu/  

2nd International Student Awards -  
Application process is closed

At the end of March 2014, the European Commission 
published its SET-Plan Roadmap on Education & Training. 
The Roadmap is the result of a yearlong process involving 
numerous stakeholders with the aim to identify key initia-
tives in Education & Training in energy to support capacity 
building on strategic energy solutions and therefore their 
deployment.  

In reaction to a draft communication published in late June 
2013, the DHC+ Technology Platform submitted a position 
paper outlining the importance of DHC for a sustainable 
energy sector – with success. Now, the Roadmap contains 

SET-Plan Education & Training Roadmap – 
European Commission recognises importance of DHC initiative

several actions in the field including a Master and a Educa-
tion & Training network involving business and academia! 
Furthermore, thermal grids and storage are now part of 
other initiatives, e.g. those dealing with smart cities.

The DHC+ Technology Platform will take all necessary steps 
to realise these initiatives. All concerned stakeholders and 
partners are invited to express their interest.

More information can be found at 
http://setis.ec.europa.eu/ or by contacting 
the DHC+ Secretariat at iw@euroheat.org   



Driving Research in Innovation

What can STRATEGO bring to you?
Independently from whether your coun-
try is covered or not by the project, you 
will be able to use the project results as 
this project aims at developing easily 
replicable solutions.  

If you are a local authority, you will be 
able to use the lessons learnt and best 
practices for the development of local 
maps regarding potential for energy  
efficiency in heating and cooling. These 
activities will be based on robust data 
regarding demand and supply sources 
which will be obtained through the 
breakdown of the European heating and 
cooling atlas (NUTS3 level) for local level 
use (regions, group of cities, cities).

If you are a business actor dealing with 
thermal energy, you will be able to  
assess the potential of development 
for your business in specific geographi-
cal areas. You will also directly benefit 
from the development/presentation of 
business models for efficient DHC infra-
structure.

If you are a policy-maker (EU or national 
level), you will directly benefit from the 
assessment of the heating and cooling 
demand and the sustainable resources 
available for the EU28. A methodology 
will also be available to consider the  
local conditions in a specific country 
when establishing national heating and 
cooling targets.

If you want to know more about the 
STRATEGO project, please contact the 
coordinator at dhcplus@euroheat.org    

• 16 partners directly acting in 12 
EU countries

• Development of a Pan-European 
thermal atlas and deep 
assessment of energy efficiency 
potential for 5 targeted countries 
(CZ, HR, IT, RO and UK)

• Support of at least 23 cities/
regions in mapping their energy 
efficiency potential including 
identification of areas of 
priority for intervention and 
identification of projects

• One-to-one coaching for 23 
cities/regions together with one-
to-one meetings with national 
authorities responsible for 
drafting their NHCP

STRATEGO in a nutshell

Multi-level actions for enhanced Heating & 
Cooling plans: the STRATEGO project

The purpose of the STRATEGO project 
is to bridge the gap between EU policy, 
national objectives and effective 
actions taken at regional and local 
levels. The STRATEGO project has the 
ambitious objective to ensure a higher 
penetration of renewable heating and 
cooling by 2020 aiming towards a full 
decarbonisation of the heating and 
cooling sector by 2050.

In October 2012, the European Com-
mission adopted the Energy Efficiency 
Directive (EED). There it is clearly stipu-
lated in article 14  that Member States 
shall carry out a comprehensive assess-
ment of the potential for efficiency in 
heating and cooling. In addition, article 
22 (3) of the Renewable Energy Sources 
(RES) Directive requires Member States 
to indicate geographical locations sui-
table for exploitation of energy from 
renewable sources in land-use planning 
and establishment of District Heating 
and Cooling.

Heating and cooling are intrinsically  
local/regional matters. Thus, there is 
no European heating and/or cooling  
market, resulting in a lack of cross- 
border cooperation. Therefore, despite 
the very positive signals for the take-off 
of RES heating and cooling encouraged 
by both EED and RES Directive, three 
main barriers remain for achieving the 
goal of high level of RES heating and 
cooling by 2020 aiming towards full 
decarbonisation by 2050: the lack of a 
European heating and cooling atlas; the 
lack of the effective transfer of know-
how; the fact that most national plans 
do not take into account the local/ 
regional potential and vice-versa, i.e. 
local plans are usually not linked to the 
national objectives.

Through its activities, the STRATEGO 
project aims to tackle all these barriers 
by helping national and local/regional 
authorities to map their heating and 
cooling needs and potential, fostering 
the exchange of know-how and exper-
tise through a coaching scheme and 
bridging the gap between EU policy, na-
tional objectives and effective decision 
making at the regional and local levels.

The project will first support national  
authorities to develop their National 
Heating and Cooling Plans (NHCP). 
Secondly, the project will facilitate the 
contact and exchange of know-how  
between experienced and learning  
cities/regions. For that, the consortium 
will use the results of the Heat Roadmap 
Europe studies (www.heatroadmap.eu) 
to assist local authorities in taking  
action so that they can help their na-
tional authorities in preparing and  
developing NHCPs.

Co-funded by the Intelligent Energy Europe
Programme of the European Union



Communication & Exchange

The International Symposium on DHC aims at gathering the 
international research community around issues that are 
important for District Energy development. It is the most 
significant meeting place for testing research findings and 
learning about District Heating and Cooling. This will be the 
14th edition of the conference which, for the first time, will 
be held in Stockholm, Sweden. The Swedish District Heating 
Association, also a DHC research funder through the national 
programme FJÄRRSYN, is the host of the conference.

BiogasHeat – Coaching opportunities on 
sustainable heat use from biogas

Biogas is a valuable domestic energy source that can be 
used to decrease Europe’s import dependency as well 
as our CO2-footprint. Utilising the produced heat is a 
big step in the right direction not just contributing to 
these two macroeconomic targets but also creating an  
additional source of income for operators under pressure. 
The IEE-funded project BiogasHeat (www.biogasheat.org) 
aims at the development of sustainable heat markets for 
biogas in Europe. In a first step, the consortium mapped  
European biogas and heat markets, researched heat 
utilisation possibilities, assessed policies and framework 
conditions and identified good practice facilities. In a second 
step, the partners have created utilisation strategies and 
business models and conducted numerous field tests and 
feasibility studies across Europe. 

Building on these experiences the project offers a range of 
coaching activities in a variety of countries starting with the 
International Workshop in Brussels on 12 May 2014 (event 
website: http://biogasheat.dhcplus.eu).

Coaching opportunities in project countries: The partners  
offer round table training workshops in their own countries 
dealing with all relevant results of the project and concen-
trating on the specific national situation. The events will 
take place in the second half of 2014. More information will 
be published on the project website in due course.

Coaching opportunities in non-project countries: These 
coachings also build on the project results but are specifically 
tailored to the situation of the interested coaching partners. 
The Call for Expressions of Interest is open. Please have a 
look at the project website to find the complete document.

For more information please check www.biogasheat.org or 
contact iw@euroheat.org    

Giving the floor to young researchers and 
EU-funded projects
As a result of the cooperation between the International 
Symposium on District Heating and Cooling and the DHC+ 
Technology Platform, two DHC+ events (EU project session 
and DHC+ Student Awards ceremony) found their place in 
the programme of the Symposium.

DHC+ project session
The session builds on the outcomes of the EU funded 
projects supported by DHC+ Technology Platform. It will 
feature case-studies from around the world showcasing the 
successful implementation of the DHC related research into 
practice.

The 2nd International Student Awards ceremony
The presentation of the DHC+ Student Awards will be held 
at the International Symposium. The top three applicants 
will have the opportunity to share their findings with  
researchers and industry leaders and broaden their network 
of professional contacts.

For more information please contact the DHC+ Secretariat 
at dhcplus@euroheat.org or the event planner 
at dhc14@svenskfjarrvarme.se    

The 14th International Symposium 
on District Heating and Cooling 

Co-funded by the Intelligent Energy Europe
Programme of the European Union



UPCOMING 

Do you want to become a member of DHC+?
Founded in 2009, DHC+ is a strong group of 40 entities from academia, 
research, business and industry who want to foster Research & Innovation 
in DHC. 

Join a circle of highly committed stakeholders, playing an active 
role in driving Research & Innovation in DHC and supporting 
the development of young researchers by engaging in 
Education & Training measures.

Contact us at dhcplus@euroheat.org 

2nd DHC+ Summer School  
DHC - a bridge towards future  
energy system
This year’s Summer School will take 
place from 23-30 August in Helsinki.
Registration is now open! Due to the 
limited number of places, it is likely to 
sell out by end of May 2014. 
Reserve your place now at 
http://summerschool.dhcplus.eu/

Next Committee Meetings  
The next DHC+ Technology Platform  
Steering Committee meetings will be held on 
14 May in Vienna (Austria) and on 8 October 
2014 in Brussels. 
For more information or if you are interested in 
participating contact us at 
dhcplus@euroheat.org

BiogasHeat - Increasing the efficiency of biogas
International Coaching Workshop 
The workshop takes place in the framework of the 2014 AEBIOM  
annual conference in Brussels on 12 May 2014. Participation is free  
of charge. Registration is still open!  
For more information have a look at www.biogasheat.org or contact 
the event planner at iw@euroheat.org 

STRATEGO Workshop
Multi-level actions for enhanced 
Heating & Cooling plans
First STRATEGO Workshop will take 
place during the EU Sustainable Energy 
Week on 23 June 2014 in Brussels. 
Register through the EUSEW website. 
The participation is free of charge.
For more information contact 
ak@euroheat.org 

BiogasHeat and RESCUE
Final project conferences
Mark your agenda!
On 7 October 2014 DHC+ will hold 
the final conferences for its projects -  
BiogasHeat and RESCUE - in Brussels 
as part of the European Commission 
DG Regio’s Open Days.
Check out www.biogasheat.org and 
www.rescue-project.eu


