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ONE SIZE DOES NOT FIT ALL
Tartu, Estonia, 100,000 inhabitants; 80% of the energy
demand covered by the district heating, biomass.

The more housing are refurbished, the more electricity is
needed, and it is produced by shale oil (the worst)

Estonia energy ressources are huge: shale oil

Zadar, Croatia, 75,000 inhabitants

Dalmatian cost

Low need for heat

Connected to gaz only few years ago



2050 LTS: WHAT ABOUT LOCAL ENERGY ?



LOCAL POTENTIAL UNTAPPED



SOME STRICKING NATIONAL COMMITMENTS WITH
CONCRETE LOCAL TRANSLATION

« Out of gaz » government agreement 
in the Netherlands by 2040

Source: Netherland government; 120 millions support 

to 27 district to get out of gaz



HELSINKI CLIMATE NEUTRAL BY 2035
NET ZERO ECONOMY BY 2045 IN FINLAND ; OUT OF COAL AND REDUCTION OF 50% OF FOSSIL FUEL BY 2030



THE SIZE OF THE CHALLENGE



EMMISSIONS YEARS LEFT ?



NEW BUZZ WORDS ? OR REAL SHIFT ?

❖Climate positive City > at the R&D Innovation summit in Brussels yesterday, 
said as a new mantra by the Mayor of Stockholm > we should not fight on 
concept though but know why we are doing it

❖VP letter of Mission “I want you to focus on instilling a new climate culture in 
Europe. The umbrella for this should be a new European Climate Pact—
bringing together regions, local communities, civil society, industry and schools. 
Together they will design and commit to a set of pledges to change 
behaviours across our society.”

❖The thermo-industrial civilization….

❖The decarbonisation package, the infrastructure package ?
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❖ « Community involvement » key axis of Steinfurt
District strategy to become 100% self-sufficient by 
2050

❖ By 2025, London commits to supply ¼ of the 
city’s energy from decentralised sources 

❖ By 2019, Ghent aims for 15% local RE in 
domestic consumption + calling on developers to 
open 50% of project capital to citizens

POLICY & REGULATORY
ENABLER



COMMUNITY-FUNDED DISTRICT HEATING IN 
EEKLO, BELGIUM

❖ Min. 30% financial participation by 

citizens

❖ 100% green heat requirement by 

2036

❖ Heat price should not exceed that of 

fossil fuels



NO MORE STRANDED ASSEST
> Is the debate
supply or demand-
side oriented ?

> will the future Gaz 
package bring real 
geopolitical stability
by investing in local 
infrastructures ?

> how will it
reinforce local actors
?

> More than a 
sector’s revolution, a 
system’s change 
(from national to 
local, from PPP to 
CCC)



MOVES FROM THE GROUND
« ENERGY NEIGHBOORS » IN BRUSSELS



MORE INFORMATION

CLAIRE.ROUMET@ENERGY-CITIES.EU

mailto:Alix.bolle@energy-cities.eu

